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17th Annual 
Labor Day 

Celebration A 
Success

For seventeen 
years the only thing 
that’s held back 
our Labor Day 
celebration was 
weather.  In the 
days leading up to 
this year’s event 
the weatherman 
predicted a 50% 
chance of thunderstorms so we braced ourselves for a 
washout, but hoped for the best.  Fortunately, we had 
nothing to worry about this year.  The weather was 
great and a crowd of several thousand enjoyed the 
music, rides and good food.

The first event held in 1996 featured the music of 
the Turner Ashby Jazz Band.  No fireworks or rides 
were planned that year, but the community received 
the idea so well that the concept of an annual Labor 
Day event was born.  The following year fireworks 
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Second Annual Restaurant Week 
Scheduled 

New York City has a restaurant week.  So does San Francisco, Washington, and most 
metropolitan areas.  Even Harrisonburg, Virginia has joined in the practice of setting 

aside a week to honor and promote their eating establishments.  Now you can count 
Bridgewater as part of this group.

We are setting aside November 4th through 10th as a time to promote the 
entrepreneurs who invest their money and hard work into Bridgewater’s food 
industry.  In the next edition of the Current we’ll be reprinting menus from 

many of our local eateries and will list specials they’ll be offering during 
Restaurant Week in Bridgewater.

Every week is a good time to support local businesses, but we want to set aside 
November 4th through the 10th as a special time to honor Bridgewater’s restaurants.

were added and later carnival rides for the children.  
Along with this growth came the idea of local civic and 
charity groups providing food and drinks as a fundraiser, 
which completed the idea of a community celebration.

Although we worry about the weather each year, only 
two celebrations have actually been cancelled due to rain.  
Even then the fireworks were not lost, only moved to a 
later date. 

This year’s event started with a 5K run in the morning 
with rides and activities for the children opening in the 
afternoon.  The music program included Rhythm Road 
and Just Jazzin’.  As usual, the evening closed out with 
fireworks that could be seen throughout the town.

(above)  Just Jazzin’ performed big band 

sounds that date back as far as the 1930’s.

(right)  Rhythm Road opened 
the music with an eclectic mix of 

Americana, Irish, and blues.

Lauren and Dawn Flora are just two out of the thousands who turned out for the festivities.

Good food was available from nearly a dozen groups.  
Nonprofit organizations have used this event to fund their 

activities while for-profit groups donate 10% of their gross 
proceeds to help fund the cost of the celebration.
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A Great Idea
But a problem 

for trash workers
The Bridgewater 

maintenance crew is asking 
the community to come to 
their aid.

Recently, innovative 
citizens have come up with 
the idea of using plastic 
industrial barrels to hold 
waste set out for pickup.  
The only problem is that 
these barrels are longer than 
average trash can.  This 
makes them awkward to 
lift and their slick surface 
does not offer good holding 
points near the bottom of 
the barrel. 

What does function well is the standard 35 gallon trash 
can.  The taper, location of handles and overall height lend 
itself to easy lifting and handling.

Who Am I?
Hidden behind this beautiful painting of a 

little girl and her pets was a pencil sketch of this 
gentleman.  All we know is the painting was bought 
in the late 1960’s at Mrs. Saufley’s Antiques in Mt. 
Crawford.  We are hoping someone will recognize 
this person and give us some history on him. 

If you can help, please call North River Library at 
434-4475, extension 123, or leave a note at the desk.    

Rockingham 
County 

Cleanup Days
On October 

18th and 19th the 
County Landfill 
will accept refuse 
from all citizens 
free of charge.

This can include 
construction and yard waste, furniture 

and most items you might want to throw 
away.  You can even bring up to four 
automobile tires as long as they are off the 
rim.  Some items, like hazardous wastes 
(paints, batteries, solvents, etc.) will not 
be accepted, but everything else will be 
received.  This day is open to the general 
public, but does not include commercial or 
business haulers.

The Landfill will be open from 7:00 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. both days.



Page 4      Bridgewater Current  September 2013

Editor’s Note:  Periodically the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) reviews our standards for flood 
protection and education.  Annually providing flood protection 

information to our citizens is one of FEMA’s requirements.  
As a result of meeting this and other prerequisites, FEMA has 

confirmed that the Town has exceeded the standards set for 
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

Flood Protection Information

Mild winters including less snow fall in the past two or three 
years has kept Bridgewater free of scenes such as this.  However, 
we must still maintain vigilance as North River has a history of 

quickly changing from quietly flowing to a muddy torrent. 

High water often comes with little warning and can be 
very expensive.  In Rockingham County during the 1996 
flood, $20 million in damages occurred.  Bridgewater 
alone experienced over $1 million in damages as well as 
the permanent loss of some homes. 
What are the sources of flooding in Bridgewater?

Dry River, North River, and Cooks Creek all contribute 
to flooding in Bridgewater.  During heavy storms or 
soon after, floodwaters can overflow their banks and 
cover streets and yards causing damage to cars, garages, 
basements and lower floors.
Is my home at risk of flooding?

Any property can experience flooding but those within 
the floodplain are at greater risk. The map on page 4 shows 
how FEMA categorizes Bridgewater’s flood zones.  (The 
Town’s Zoning Department can provide specific Flood 
Insurance Rate Map information such as flood zone 
designations, base flood elevations, map and panel 
numbers.  Call 828-2479 for this information.)
Does Bridgewater have a flood warning system?

Yes.  Bridgewater’s Disaster Plan outlines steps that 
will be taken in the event of a disaster.

• Police, fire, and rescue squad personnel may have 
to go door to door informing residents of the 
impending danger and, if necessary, the need to 
evacuate.

• Reverse 911 may also be utilized.
• Local TV and radio stations will be notified and 

asked to provide reports of the level of risk for 
our area.

What steps can I take to protect my family?
This advice is just common sense, but unnecessary 

risks are often taken during disasters.
•  Don’t walk through a flooded area.  Just six inches of 

moving water can cause you to lose your balance.
•  Don’t drive through a flooded area.  More people 

drown in their cars than anywhere else during a flood.  
Two feet of water has been known to lift and move a 
car.

• Keep away from downed power lines and any other 
electrical wires.  

In November of 1985 North River floodwaters that crested around 
3 a.m. forced the closure of South Main Street for nearly 24 hours.

Important terms to remember are:
Flood Watch - indicates weather conditions
     are right for flooding to occur.
Flood Warning - indicates that flooding is

     imminent or already occurring. How can I protect my property?
If you know your property is prone to flooding, you 

can take steps to protect your home from damage.  These 
measures are called flood-proofing or retrofitting.

One way to control flooding is by regrading your 
lot to create a small flood wall or earthen berm.  (This 
method works for larger lots when potential flooding is 
not too deep, and if the property is not in the flood way.)  

Another approach is to waterproof your walls and 
place watertight closures over the doorways.  (This 
method is not recommended for houses with basements or 
if potential flood water  is more than two feet.)
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Will my homeowner’s insurance cover flood 
damages?

Probably not.  Only an insurance policy that 
specifically addresses flooding will reimburse you for 
your loss.  Because Bridgewater participates in the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), citizens can 
purchase separate flood insurance that is backed by the 
Federal government
Are there any restrictions to NFIP?

Yes.  The program requires that the cost of 
reconstruction or improvements not exceed 50% of the 
building’s market value.  If it does exceed this value, 
the dwelling must be elevated above the base flood 
elevation.  (Specific criteria for your home is available 
at the Bridgewater Zoning Office, 828-2479)
What will FEMA do to help?

Not much.  It is a misconception that FEMA “pays 
the bill” for your loss.  In most cases the only disaster 
aid they provide is a loan…and that must be repaid 
with interest. 

Cooks Creek Arboretum is prone to flash flooding.  Rather than 
allow development in this area, Bridgewater has designed a 

quiet park with a walking path.  Damage control has 
proven cost-effective when flooding does occur.

How has Bridgewater tried to alleviate the 
problems of flooding for homeowners?

The Town’s major thrust has been to reduce 
residential development in the flood-prone areas 
along its water ways.  Six of our ten parks have 
been developed along North River or Cooks 
Creek.  This has changed residential land that 
is vulnerable to flooding into spacious and 
attractive park land that, while easily flooded, is 
comparatively simple and inexpensive to repair.

The Town also has special zoning requirements 
that help manage private construction in 
these areas.  Contact the Bridgewater Zoning 
Department if you have questions or concerns 
about construction along these waterways.
What other measures has the town taken?

Of course, everyone is familiar with the levee 
that was constructed in 1950.  It has proven effective 
in many high water situations that have occurred 
since its construction, especially the 100-year floods 
that occurred in 1985 and 1996.  In addition, there 

is a system of drainage ditches, some grassy and others concrete, that are 
designed to carry water away from populated areas.
What, if any, are the benefits of a floodplain?

With the right use, the floodplain provides a valuable buffer between 
waterways and residential development.  

First, they provide natural flood and erosion control.  Grassy areas and 
trees absorb rainwater allowing groundwater and aquifers to be replenished 
and at the same time filter nutrients and impurities before they reach main 
waterways.

Second, maintaining attractive but natural landscapes along waterways 
allow for a variety of plant and wildlife.  This helps maintain a healthy 
ecosystem.

Further, the aesthetic and social value of well-maintained areas along 
North River or Cooks Creek cannot be overlooked.  

As part of certifying the levee, Blackwell Engineering was 
employed to complete a compaction test required by the Army 

Corps of Engineers.  Core samples of soil were taken from various 
points on the levee and tested for moisture and density. 

Further 
information 
on National 

Flood Insurance 
Protection or 

Bridgewater flood 
zones is available 

at the Bridgewater 
Zoning Office,    

828-2479.
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Business Beauty Spot
Dairy Queen - 506 North Main Street

Dairy Queen has been awarded Business Beauty Spot for the month 
of September.  Sometimes it is hard to make a parking lot 
inviting, but proprietors Joel and Kris Slocum have done just 
that.  Landscaping stone not only thwarts the weeds, it makes a 
bright backdrop for the liriope, holly and junipers that decorate 
the Main Street flowerbed and sign.  

Garden of the Month
Ray & Sandra Glick and granddaughter Olivia - 17 Will Lane

Gene & John White - 15 Will Lane
This month two families who live side-by-side in a duplex on Will Lane 

received the Garden of the Month award.  While there was no collaboration 
on their part, the resulting design blends the two homes into one. 

The Garden Club chose this location for several reasons, but the first 
was the way the plants and color from both homes appeared 

to be intentional.  The color scheme carried through 
both gardens, but small differences could be 

seen that reflected the distinctiveness of both 
homes.  Another reason was their use of 

the available area.  “They’ve done such 
a good job making the most of a small 

space,” commented Sally Lance, a 
judge for Round Hill Garden Club.

A combination of shrubs and 
annuals have produced colorful 
and well-rounded flowerbeds.  
Included in these are annuals such 
as petunias, impatiens, begonias 

and marigolds.  Some of the shrubs 
include the ever-popular knockout 

roses, blue globe spruce, boxwoods, 
clematis, hibiscus and peonies.
Our congratulations to the Glick and 

White families for receiving the Garden of the 
Month award for September.  

Round Hill 
Garden Club News

This is the last 
award for 2013. 

Garden Club members 
look forward to your 

nominations beginning 
next April, 2014.

(above) 
The Glicks 
have combined 

the blue of 
lobelia and red 

of begonias 
with contrasts 
of white and 
pink to create 

a colorful 
and inviting 

front yard.  An 
attractive arbor 
shelters a pathway 

through the flowerbed.  

(right) For the front of 
their establishment, the 
Slocums have chosen 

shrubs that require little 
care.  Knockout roses 

add height to the lower 
growing boxwoods and 
variegated lobelia.  Not 

shown in the picture is an 
attractive low-growing 

lace leaf maple.

(above right)  The White’s 
backyard is filled with as 
many blooms in their backyard 
as in the front. Here we see pink 
begonias  bordering blue globe 
spruce and boxwoods.  Hanging 
baskets, fall mums, coleus and 

hostas fill the garden with a variety 
of colors and textures.   
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Bridgewater Foods to sponsor 
December 7th event

Scouting for Food 2013
Local boy scouts and pack 

plan fall food drive
Once again this year, Bridgewater Troop and 

Pack 38 boys will be collecting food items for the 
local food bank.  Residents will find bags placed on 
their doorstep Saturday, October 19th and will have 
a week to fill them with nonperishable items.  The 
following Saturday, October 26th, the boy scouts will 
collect the bags.

Over the last fourteen years the boys have 
collected a total of 7,382 bags or 29 1/2 tons of 
food and they want to take this opportunity to thank 
the citizens of Bridgewater and Dayton who have 
supported them in this project.

Last year turned out to be a perfect fall day for 
the boys to collect and deliver bags of food to the 
local food bank.  L to R:  Caleb Gum, Ben Neher, 
Jacob Dellinger, Travis Dellinger and Greg Gum.  

Book Club for Kids
(Grades K-5)

October 1st at 4 p.m. 
Lego Club (Grades K-5)

     October 8th at 4 p.m.
Crafty Kids (Grades K-5) 

 October 15th, 4 p.m.
Dogs2Read2 with Kayla (Grades K-5)
 October 22nd, 4 p.m.

540-434-4475 option 4
118 Mt. Crawford Avenue

118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, option 4             www.mrlib.org



October 8 .................................. Public Hearing, 7:30 PM
Rezoning and Special Use Permit
Harrisonburg City Pump Station 

October 8 ...................................... Town Council Meeting
After Public Hearing
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Bridgewater Home Weight Watchers ..    .......... Meets 
every Tuesday.  Weigh-in at 3:15 PM. Meeting, 3:30 
PM.  For more information please call 828-2511.

Bridgewater Rotary Club   ......... Dinner/Business 
meeting every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater Retirement Community.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church ...
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-6539. 

North River Library Events  ............... See page 7.
October 1  Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary..... 

Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 PM at the 
Post home on Dry River Road.

October 1 Congressman Goodlatte Open Door  .......
A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s office 
will be available the first Tuesday of every month from 
11:30 AM to 1:00 PM in the Council Chambers of the 
Bridgewater Community Center or may be contacted at 
885-3861.

October 2  Massanutten Archeological Society  . ....... 
7 PM.  Regular monthly meeting at Arey Hall in the 
Bridgewater Municipal building.  The public is invited 
to join us. For additional information, please see our 
website at http://www.mcasv.org or contact Kay Veith 
at vaveith@comcast.net or 540-564-0635.

October 7  Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ..........7 PM 
at the Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

October 7  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Ladies 
Auxiliary  ...............6:30 PM at Bridgewater 
Rescue Squad building.  Meets the first Monday of 
every month.  New members welcome.  For more 
information call 828-3395.

October 9  Bridgewater Historical Society 
Inaugural Civil War Lecture ....... 7 PM  
Bridgewater College McKinney Hall (see page 3).

October 14  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators ...............7:30 PM Meets second 
Monday of every month at Arey Assembly Hall in 
Bridgewater Community Center.  New members 
welcome.  For information contact Rosetta Harris, 
828-6273.

October 16  Myers Hodges V.F.W. Post 8644  .. 7 PM.  
Regular meeting at Dry River Post.  Call 828-0051 
for further information.

October 28  Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary ......... Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.  New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more 
information.

Fall Yard Sale September 28
Fall Yard Sale September 28th. Mercy House will pick 

up unsold items.  Call 433-3272 for this service.


